T'his undignified

human rights .
~ tlle ﬂlG\ Ic_

Momca MCW{Ihams human nghts
conference in Belfast. yesterday was -a
mourning for the wholesale rejection of
the human rights mdustry‘s Wﬂd Ldeas
says AUSTEN MORGAN

wake 1s

THE Northern Ireland. NE[uman 4
Rights Commission — the quaigo:
éstablished by Brice Dickson and

passed to Monica McWillizins —

continues to get abad press, ThIS .

IS Just.
“.The human rights commumty {a
section of the public-secior middle

class) has; since the Belfast '

Agreement, done” nothing for
peare, democracy and ccnstml—
tional rule.

“The Northern.Ireland Act 1998
so the activisis thought, made
them a fourth. branch of govern—

ment; They proffered themgelves
a8 the experts’-on international

human rights standards.

“Their expensive. ‘récord shows.

thera to be washed-up

radicals, who, fri-any ‘major Tiberal

demoeracy, would; have béen test-

zd io d&struc‘aon in *emm‘nst par-
es..

Mimsters in Belfast and, London

have not adopted any of their pet

schemes. The assembly, but pot’

parhamen‘c ‘sends them proposed
legislation: again, they have made
m} ﬂnpaet on eleeted representa-

And as for ‘I:he _mdlmal branch of
government, jadges in Belfasi-and
Tondon. mainstreamed. human
rights from 2000, without - help
from Nozthern: Irela.nd’s Dld and
new, umvelzsfcy

The copmission and its support—

ers, fatadly: . overreached them-

selves on-the bill-of rights project.

Jn 1998, the Human Rights: Act -
was - on ‘its “way. ‘Thes “Belfast

Agreement penmtted fu.tther

Sm-an,gely{ Winle the humst
rlgnts community- Has® mdulged
Catholic natioialism {on political
violence, sectarian éducation -and
sexuahty), the commmission was not
interested in all-Irelandism.

Nor, desplte its fake. m‘tematmn«
alisee, hasitBeen, eoneerned.about
the wider United :-Kingdom (the
state we are actually in).

Wee tlsier -— where ihe. quan-
gocrats ry to rule with the buitay-
crats -~ was the foeus of Brice
Dmksons 20061 and 2004 bills. Fhe
rise of the commisiion was to.be
the sole measure of htmranﬁgh’rs

’I‘b.e bﬂl of nghts forum: of 2006-
08, which Wwanted to raise the age
cnmmzﬂ responsibility to 1800,
conélhmvely alienated upibnists
and- the mon—sectanan Al]:;a‘nse

Party.
) Mcmlca McWﬂhams followed-

tion,” the: Human . nghts
Consortlum, S enthusmsfmaily
championed this bilt of nghts The
advertising industry profited.

Atldntie Phﬂanthroples pmwded

. the- fesourees. And ‘thé eommis-
* sion also took Chuek Feeney’s dol-
lars, “to ~ campaign - “lke ‘g
non-governmental orgamsahon -

for the full mplementa’tron of 1ts

" advice.
o th did the Noz;ﬁiefm Ire’,tand
- Office not sack - the corhmission

msjority in 2009 for such unconsti-
tutional conduct? The-answer is:
the surviving political strategy —
following the restoration of devo-
hution. (Paisley/MeGuinness) — of
hiring mainly republican terrorists
into shallow water;‘human rights’,
in the form of an. ultra-left com-
m:.ssmn, ‘was $till necessary bait. -
The Brown government, howev-
deﬁnmve}y rejected the wee
Ulster ‘bill im 2009, uncenvincingly

arguing' for s feehle Um'ted-

Kingdor sliernative. .

The Conservative-Liberal coah—
tion, to.its credit, stopped the
future forelgn fumimg of Northern
Ireland’s radical - politics. And
Owen- Paterson  has  reiterated
David Cameror’s idea of a bill of

righfs. and responsibilities ' (o’

which I adw.sed in 2007-10 as an
indépendent member of the Lyell
compission); - this, however, has
‘stitl to be negottated with N’ck
Clezg’s liberal democrats:

Mrinica McWilliams organised a

conferenee in Belfast yevs‘serday GIL
the fuldre of humian rights in the
UK. The galaxy of metropolitan
stars, including a ‘guest gpeaker’,

- was notachange of teart,

The comnissioner —who is doing
a Mary *Robinsen. #nd quitting

-early — betrays her constitutional
ignoranee . on: - Westminster fot
being able to repeal the Huiman
Rights Act 1998; and on the need
for regicwal bills of nghts

The eommission -is lookmg for
Britishk .alfies of wee Ulster. The

Watesrfront turned-out {0 bie G tawer -

of Babel: This wds nc}raﬂy I was
an undignified wake..

And we will be able. toread thé
followmg on the tombstone of: the
human rights community {recent
cotfirnission folie de gramideur in
reply to Stephen Fan'rMLA) ‘TEis
not For the first tinie that the tom-
mission has had to reinind elected

politicians that ‘i is iheir etm-

ments which could be regaided as

interference in the work of a

United Naﬁons—recogmsed instifu-
Hoomm!

swit, with her draft bill of,ngh’as of t{o;n.

December 2008, eon‘i;atrm:g TROTE
than 120 new proposals. ery. day .

&t Temnle Court the commission’s

+ Austen Morgan isa bamster

in Londorn and Belfast. He is the
author of The Belfust Agreement:




